
 
 

Montana Communicable Disease Weekly Update:  05/14/10 

 

DISEASE INFORMATION 

 

Summary – Week 18 – Ending 05/08/10 – Disease reports received at DPHHS during the reporting period May 1 - 8, 
2010 included the following:  

 

 Vaccine Preventable Diseases:  Varicella (5), invasive Streptococcus pneumonia (1) 

 Enteric Diseases:  Amebiasis (1), Campylobacteriosis (4), Giardiasis (1), E. coli 0157 (1), non-0157 STEC  (2), 

Salmonellosis  (5) 
 Other Conditions:  None 

 Travel Related Conditions:  Malaria (1)  
 
NOTE: The report has multiple pages reflecting the following information: (1) vaccine preventable and enteric diseases YTD; (2) other communicable 
diseases YTD; (3) cases just this week; (4) clusters and outbreaks; and (5) an STD summary.  

 
THE “BUZZ”  

 
Influenza 

 

Montana – Activity level in Montana for week 18 is NO ACTIVITY.   There have been no Montana Public Health 

Laboratory PCR confirmed influenza cases since April 7.   Current information on influenza testing by the Montana Public 
Health Laboratory:  http://www.dphhs.mt.gov/PHSD/Lab/environ-lab-index.shtml. 

 

United States - During week 18 (5/8/10), influenza activity continued to decline.  
(http://www.cdc.gov/flu/weekly/usmap.htm)     

 

INFORMATION / ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

NEW!  Mumps in Iowa - Since the middle of April 2010, eight laboratory-confirmed cases of mumps have occurred in 
northwestern Iowa among young adults at Dordt College, located in Sioux County Iowa.  Mumps is spread through the 

air and by droplets of saliva or mucus from the mouth, nose, or throat of an infected person, usually when the person 

coughs, sneezes or talks. The virus can be spread through shared use of drinks or cups.  Symptoms of mumps include: 
fever, headache, muscle aches, tiredness, loss of appetite, swollen and tender salivary glands under the ears or jaw on 

one or both sides of the face.  Swollen and tender salivary glands may be caused by many other things besides the 
mumps virus.  It is important to obtain laboratory testing if mumps is suspected – acute serum for mumps IgM within 5 
days of symptom onset and parotid gland duct swab for viral culture (massage the parotid salivary glands for 30 seconds 
prior to swabbing the buccal cavity, the space near the upper rear molars between the cheek and the teeth).  Questions 

about mumps or mumps testing?  www.cdc.gov/mumps OR www.cdc.gov/mumps/lab/qa-lab-test-infect.html#c  

NEW!  May is Hepatitis Awareness Month - Globally, viral hepatitis is the cause of most (78%) primary liver cancer, 
the third leading cause of cancer deaths in the world.  Prevention of hepatitis B and hepatitis C virus transmission and 

treatment for early disease can prevent primary liver cancer.  The Institute of Medicine (IOM) recently issued Hepatitis 
and Liver Cancer: A National Strategy for Prevention and Control of Hepatitis B and Hepatitis C. The IOM strategy has 

four components: 1) accurate public health surveillance, 2) innovative approaches to community education, 3) 

immunization capacity to eliminate hepatitis B virus transmission, and 4) development of viral hepatitis services, including 
screening with referral for medical management (www.iom.edu).  Additional information about viral hepatitis is available 

at http://www.cdc.gov/hepatitis.   REMINDER:  Acute and chronic cases of hepatitis are reportable in Montana!   

NEW!  Echinococcus Fact Sheet – There has been recent interest in hydatid disease caused by Echinococcus, a type 

of tapeworm  A fact sheet can be found at 
http://www.dphhs.mt.gov/PHSD/epidemiology/documents/EchinococcusFacts_FWP_DPHHS_2010.pdf.  

  

NEW!   Montana Public Health -  The April and May issues of Montana Public Health are now available.  The April 
issue is about childhood immunization (www.dphhs.mt.gov/PHSD/prevention_opps/pdf/MPHApril2010.pdf) and the May 

issue is about the tobacco program’s Quit Line (www.dphhs.mt.gov/PHSD/prevention_opps/pdf/MPHMay2010.pdf). 
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Reminder:  Rabies PEP and Exposures – As a reminder, the ACIP issued new recommendations for post-exposure 

prophylaxis for rabies in March 2010.  The new recommendations include the use of a 4 dose regimen for post-exposure 

prophylaxis:  http://www.dphhs.mt.gov/PHSD/epidemiology/documents/rr5902.pdf.  The Rabies Exposure Assessment 

Tool can be found at http://www.dphhs.mt.gov/PHSD/epidemiology/documents/RABIESASSESSMENTDPHHS.pdf.  Please 
share this information with emergency department and urgent care providers in your jurisdiction! 
 

24/7 AVAILABILITY 

The Communicable Disease Epidemiology program is available 24 hours a day/7days a week/365 days a year.  Please call 
406.444.0273 if you need immediate communicable disease epidemiology assistance.  The answering service will take a 

message and we will return the call as quickly as possible. 

 

This newsletter is produced by the Montana Communicable Disease Epidemiology Program. Questions regarding its  
content should be directed to 406.444.0273 (24/7/365).  For more information: http://cdepi.hhs.mt.gov. 
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